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Introduction
Global migration has become one of the defining features of the modern international system. Millions of people move across borders each year in search of safety, opportunity, and dignity. Some flee armed conflict, persecution, environmental disasters, or human rights abuse, while others migrate for economic or social reasons. In recent years, the number of international migrants and forcibly displaced people have reached record highs, placing significant pressure on states, international organizations, and humanitarian systems. 
Ensuring the protection and rights of migrants and refugees is a core challenge for the international community. While international law provides clear protection for refugees and establishes fundamental human rights for all individuals regardless of status, implementation remains uneven. Migrants and refugees frequently face discrimination, detention, exploitation, restricted access to services, and violations of their basic rights. Political polarization, misinformation, and security concerns have further complicated efforts to adopt cooperative and rights-based approaches. 
This Chair Report examines the issue of ensuring the protection and rights of migrants and refugees. It outlines key definitions, provides historical and political background, identifies major stakeholders, presents a timeline of relevant developments, reviews previous international efforts, and explores possible solutions. The purpose of this report is to provide delegates with a solid foundation for informed debate and effective policymaking. 

Definition of Key Terms 
Asylum seeker
An individual who has crossed an international border and applied for refugee status, but whose claim has not yet been adjudicated.
Internally Displaced Person (IDP)
	A person who has been forced to flee their home for similar reasons as refugee status but remains within their country’s borders.
Migrant
	A person who moves from one country to another, either temporarily or permanently, for a variety of reasons, including economic opportunity, education, or family reunification.
Non-refoulement
	A fundamental principle of international refugee law prohibiting states from returning individuals to a country where they face threats to life or freedom. 
Refugee
	A person who has fled their country of origin due to a well-founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. 
Stateless person
	An individual who is not considered a national by any state under the operation of its laws, often facing severe barriers to rights and services.  

Background
Origins of international refugee protection
Human mobility has existed throughout history, but contemporary migration patterns are shaped by globalization, conflict, inequality, and climate change. Following the devastation of World War II, the international community recognized the need for a formal system to protect displaced people. This led to the adoption of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, which established legal protections and responsibilities for states. 
Expansion and limits of migration law
In the decades that followed, new displacement crises emerged due to decolonization, civil wars, and regional conflicts. While the refugee protection regime expanded, international law concerning migrants developed more slowly and remained less comprehensive. Migrant workers, undocumented migrants, and those displaced by environmental factors often fall into legal gaps, despite facing serious vulnerabilities. 
Contemporary crises and unequal burdens
In recent years, conflicts in regions such as the Middle East, Africa, and Eastern Europe, combined with economic instability and climate-related disasters, have contributed to large-scale displacement. Many host countries, particularly developing states, shoulder a disproportionate share of responsibility despite limited resources. Meanwhile, some destination countries have adopted restrictive border policies, increased detention, and externalized asylum processing, raising concerns about compliance with international law. 
Migrants and refugees frequently encounter barriers to accessing healthcare, education, employment, and legal protection. Women, children, and unaccompanied minors are especially at risk of trafficking, gender-based violence, and exploitation. These challenges highlight the urgent need for coordinated international action grounded in human rights and shared responsibility. 

Major Stakeholders  
Member States
States are responsible for border management, asylum procedures, and the protection of migrants and refugees within their territories. Countries of origin, transit, and destination all play distinct but interconnected roles.
United Nations Agencies 
Organizations such as the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and UNICEF provide protection, humanitarian assistance, and policy guidance.
Regional Organizations
 Bodies such as the European Union, African Union, and Organization of American States develop regional frameworks and coordinate responses to migration and displacement.
Civil Society and Non-Governmental Organizations 
NGOs deliver essential services, advocate for rights-based policies, monitor abuses, and support integration and legal assistance.

Migrants and Refugees
As rights-holders, migrants and refugees themselves are key stakeholders whose voices and lived experiences should inform policy decisions.

[bookmark: _Hlk169694737]Timeline
	Date
	Description of Event

	1948
	Adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

	1951
	Adoption of the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees

	1967

1990

2015

2018
	Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees removes geographic and temporal limits
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families adopted
Large-scale displacement linked to conflicts in Syria and elsewhere draws global attention
Adoption of the Global Compact on Refugees and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.



Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue  
The international community has established a robust legal framework for refugee protection, centered on the 1951 Refugee Convention and the principle of non-refoulement. UNHCR has played a leading role in coordinating international responses, supporting host states, and promoting durable solutions such as resettlement, voluntary repatriation, and local integration. 
For migrants, efforts have been more fragmented. The 1990 Migrant Workers Convention provides important protection but has been ratified by relatively few destination countries. In response to growing migration challenges, states adopted the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration in 2018. While non-binding, the Compact aims to enhance international cooperation and promote rights-based migration governance. 
Regional initiatives, such as the Common European Asylum System and regional refugee instruments in Africa and Latin America, have sought to harmonize standards. However, implementation gaps persist, and political resistance has limited the effectiveness of many initiatives. 
Overall, while existing frameworks have established important norms, they often lack enforcement mechanisms, sufficient funding, and equitable responsibility-sharing. 

Possible Solutions  
Strengthening international cooperation and responsibility-sharing is essential. This includes expanding resettlement programs, providing financial and technical support to host countries, and ensuring predictable humanitarian funding. 
States can improve national asylum systems by ensuring fair and efficient procedures, reducing the use of detention, and guaranteeing access to legal assistance. Upholding the principle of non-refoulement must remain a priority. 
Expanding legal pathways for migration, such as labor mobility programs and humanitarian visas, can reduce reliance on dangerous irregular routes and protect migrants from exploitation. 
Addressing the root causes of displacement, including conflict, poverty, and climate change, is critical for long-term solutions. Development cooperation and peacebuilding efforts should integrate migration considerations. 
Finally, combating xenophobia and misinformation through public education and inclusive policies can promote social cohesion and protect the dignity of migrants and refugees. 
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