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Introduction
Food security does not only remain a critical regional issue, but also a global crisis, with over 700 million inhabitants experiencing hunger alone in 2024. To put this into perspective, that is every 1 in 11 people globally. The issues are not global food shortages, instead billions lack access to proper food, as high prices and limited access make it almost impossible for humans to get food. Humans have not made it unknown that the issue lies within our global food system, as in 2024, farmers have emerged to protest in more than 65 countries. Farmers suffering from low profits are heavily linked to rather increasing concentration of powerful corporate power. A very small number of multinational companies have big market shareand, and simply own the key stages of the food supply chain. Exactly this dominance, allows companies to regulate and influence pricing, contracts and market conditions. Often in ways that heavily disadvantage farmers. Due to that, Farmers have made their anger heard, as in 65 countries, farmers have protested against high costs and market monopolization. This allows corporations to control and monopolise our global food supply chain and to rather make profit maximization their priority, rather than ensuring that everyone on our planet is fed. Several reports highlight and have identified that rising corporate concentration and monopolization as a key factor behind high consumer prices and low profits for farmers. UN diplomats and officials have previously mentioned and raised concerns that corporate influence may or may not already affect international governance, including the United Nations Food Systems Summit process, leading to future and current food policies being influenced by large corporations. As stated by the UN Special Rapporteur, increasing corporate influence already currently leads to decisions being affected by corporations, on the regional and United Nations level. Corporate control not only affects how and what food is grown, but also the labour conditions and prices, specifically through influence in the United Nations and FAO. Corporate concentrations and monopolies are currently in power to control seed prices and farming costs, giving them free market power and full control. This not only leads to corporations being in charge of farmers, but also farmers have no other option than do use the products of the corporation as they are the most cost-efficient and largest on the market.

Definition of Key Terms 
Market monopolization
Market monopolization is commonly referred to as a situation in which a single or a small percentage of corporations have the largest market share and therefore dominate their industry/market. This monopolization not only gives corporations with large market shares the benefit of being able to restrict their competition and competitors, but also having almost full price control. Corporations that have been able to achieve Market monopolization, also are in full control of the type of consumers being able to access their products and services.
Food Security
	Food Security is a condition where everyone at all times has access to food. Specifically, it is a condition where people have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, not harmful and nutritious food that meets each individual’s human requirements. Requirements can be dietary and religious practices, however they all have one condition. The food needs to enable humans the opportunity and not restrict them from being able to live a healthy and active lifestyle.
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
This is a specialized agency developed and created by the United Nations, which is in charge of leading international efforts to address key issue points in Food Security. These issues may include defeating hunger, improving nutrition and to further promote a sustainable way of conducting agriculture. This UN agency has the ultimate and sole goal to develop Food Security on our planet.
United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS)
This summit is an initiative created by the United Nations with a particular focus on transforming our global food systems. However, this summit, where food policies are often decided at, is especially vulnerable to corporate influence. This also provides reasoning on why this food summit has faced backlash in the recent years, for being influenced by corporate actors.

Background
Development of corporate concentration
Over the past several decades, our global food system has moved further and further away from its actual goal, of supplying well-balanced and nutritious food to our global population. This is the effect of this system experiencing a massive increase of corporate concentration. This is followed by only a small number of regional and transnational corporations expanding their market share. This concentration has not only occurred in a specific area of our food system, but rather, each category is affected. Often this is considered a key driving factor, which has allowed companies to gain influence, not only of production, but also pricing, distribution and who can access this. As competition has declined, corporations were able to gather power and market share, to shape our food systems around profit, instead of what the public needs in food.
Corporate Power and Control of Agricultural Inputs
Corporate dominance has not only dominated consumer areas, but also the top of the pyramid, the sector that is in charge of supplying, agriculture. This becomes especially evident in the market for seeds, pesticides, farm machinery and fertilisers. A limited number of firms and corporations control huge amounts of market share in this vulnerable sector. It is followed by giving corporations a significant amount of influence to control input availability and costs. Farmers who require regular technical maintenance often are found to lack alternatives in terms of service providers. As certain companies have made their products not compatible for third party service providers. Therefore, this forces farmers to use the more expensive service provider, that is either the corporation or a close partner, rather than a third-party provider that may or may not have the same quality standards, for cheaper. This hyper-dependence on specific corporations restricts farmers’ independence and further reinforces leverage throughout the whole food supply chain.
Influence on food policies and global governance
As a result of corporations monopolizing and having huge market shares, they have had increasing access to food policy spaces. This not only includes national governments, but also all the way up to international institutions. Independent reports have shown concern that corporate interests may influence the United Nations and direct FAO processes. Several United Nations Officials have stated that they have had experience or have witnessed how growing corporate influence has shaped food policies. These actions have also led to corporate interests being prioritised first, and secondly, the interests of the public, which does not meet the goal of the United Nations, of serving the global public.

Major Stakeholders  
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
As previously mentioned in the Key terms, this organization has the goal to combat hunger, promote sustainable agriculture and to improve overall nutrition. This stakeholder plays a major role in global food governance and the development of international agriculture policies and food. FAO is involved in addressing concerns, such farming costs, food security and sustainability in current and emerging food systems. It cooperates and works together with governments and international bodies to develop responses to the sufferings of global hunger. However, it has faced criticism from civil society organizations, on the corporate influence that has taken place within the UN and FAO.
Transnational agri-business corporations
These corporations have been established to produce, process and distribute food on every single scale, up to a global scale. They dominate key sectors of the food systems, including agricultural materials up to farm machinery and retail. Corporations control large parts of our global food supply chain, which gives corporations full control over prices and market access. However, often with the goal of profit maximization, leading to higher food prices for consumers and even lower profits for farmers. These corporations have been identified in reports, as the key drivers of increasing market concentration and global monopolization.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue  
UN Led Initiatives, alongside the FAO and the United Nations Food Systems Summit, they have attempted multiple times to address food security concerns through increased global coordination, in forms of making decisions on where resources should be allocated to. They were aimed to drastically improve food access and the resilience of food systems, often in areas suffering from monopolisation. However, highly regarded reports by UN officials have mentioned that these initiatives have a weakened outcome if the process occurs within the UN, due to the corporate influences taking place.
Charity and food bank models have often been the key driving factor in somewhat addressing hunger, especially in times of crises. Governments have often relied on this form of aid, as occasionally they have been proven to be efficient and helpful. These systems redistribute surpluses of food and food waste to areas needing aid. However, this model may be effective in short-term relief during emergencies, but they do not address the root issue, such as corporate concentration.

Possible Solutions  
To reduce corporate concentration and increase accountability
The most viable solution to reduce corporate concentration is to further strengthen the use of critical competition, which could ensure that market share is more equally distributed. Another method to combat this is to increase and further develop investment laws, on specifics such as penalties a company has to pay if it has a certain amount of market share. To ensure that a corporation’s action doesn’t go hidden among their large market power, a proposal such as increasing international legal accountability would be highly recommended, as it ensures corporations also have to follow legal standards, regardless of size.
Strengthening local and people-focused food systems
Ensuring that local food systems are still valued could be ensured by giving support to small-scale farmers, indigenous peoples and general workers within food systems. Support could be given in financial ways or also by providing farmers with adequate resources to further expand farming businesses. To increase cooperation among small food producers and street/market vendors, connections could be strengthened to further help distribute more affordable food to everyone in the population.






Appendix
[image: ]	Comment by Wenqi Chen: add caption to explain what the image is and why it's important for the overall chair report

This diagram shows the food supply chain pyramid of how food is developed. It begins with basic agriculture, and gets processed all the way up the pyramid. Companies and brands are also represented in this pyramid diagram, showing some regional monopolies. The diagram is above is relevant to the chair report, as it shows where the food supply begins its process and where it has completed all stages of exploring the food supply industry.
https://cbi-blog.s3.amazonaws.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/CBI-food-startup-pyramid-v5.png
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