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Introduction
International trade has long been a key factor in the expansion, advancement, and collaboration of the world economy. Countries can specialize based on their comparative advantages and increase overall market efficiency through the exchange of capital, goods, and services. However, the emergence of protectionist trade policies in recent years has presented more and more difficulties for the global trading system. Concerns have been raised regarding these policies' effects on fair market competition and the stability of the global economy, as they were frequently implemented to protect home industries from foreign competition.
The use of policies like tariffs, subsidies, and non-tariff barriers to restrict imports or give domestic producers an advantage is known as global trade protectionism. While some industries may benefit temporarily from such policies, excessive or poorly managed protectionism can skew markets, hurt trading partners, and erode confidence in the multilateral trading system. Unfair access to markets, supply chain interruptions, and trade tensions have all been exacerbated by the expanding use of protectionist policies, which have a particularly negative impact on developing nations.
As economies become more interconnected, the need to reform global trade protectionism has grown in importance. The need to preserve open, transparent, and rules-based trade must be balanced with states' rights to safeguard vulnerable industries in order to ensure fair market competition. Unrestrained protectionism runs the risk of undermining global inequality, slowing economic growth, and undermining international cooperation if reform is not implemented. Therefore, the Economic and Social Council, which is crucial to advancing both international cooperation and sustainable economic development, needs to give this issue serious thought.




Definition of Key Terms 
Fair market competition
A market condition in which businesses compete under equal, transparent, and non-discriminatory rules, without artificial advantages created by government intervention.
Non-tariff barriers
Trade restrictions other than tariffs, including quotas, licensing requirements, technical standards, and administrative regulations that limit or discourage imports.
Protectionism
The theory or practice of shielding a country’s domestic industries from foreign competition through measures such as tariffs, quotas, and other trade restrictions.
Subsidies
Sums of money granted by a government or public body to assist an industry or business, allowing goods or services to remain low-priced or competitive in domestic or international markets.
Tariffs
Taxes imposed by a government on imported goods increase their cost relative to domestically produced alternatives.

Background
Historical development of trade protectionism
In the past, international trade frequently included protectionism. Many industrializing nations used high tariffs to safeguard new industries in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Protectionist measures like the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act further lowered international trade and deteriorated economic conditions after the Great Depression's devastating effects. Following World War II, these experiences helped to advance trade liberalization by highlighting the dangers of over protectionism.
To lower tariffs and encourage free trade among member nations, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was created in 1947. Later, in 1995, this framework developed into the World Trade Organization, which broadened trade regulations to include provisions for intellectual property, services, and dispute resolution procedures. Global trade liberalization has helped reduce poverty and boost economies for many years, especially in developing nations.
Recent rise in protectionist measures
Despite prior trade liberalization gains, protectionist policies have become more prevalent in the last ten years. Some governments have prioritized domestic industries over international commitments as a result of economic slowdowns, financial crises, and domestic political pressures. Concerns regarding long-term harm to the global trading system have been raised by trade disputes between major economies, which frequently involve tariffs and countermeasures.
Protectionist sentiments were further heightened by the COVID-19 pandemic, as nations prioritized domestic supply chains for necessities and placed restrictions on exports. Even though some of these actions were short-term and intended to meet pressing public needs, they exposed weaknesses in the governance of international trade and brought attention to the lack of coordination in times of crisis.
Different perspectives on protectionism
States differ greatly in their views on trade protectionism. While developed economies frequently stress the value of free markets and fair competition, they may also employ regulations or subsidies that have an impact on international rivals. On the other hand, developing nations usually contend that limited protectionism is required to encourage industrialization, support emerging industries, and lessen economic dependency.
As a result, discussions about trade protectionism reform frequently center on striking a balance between the demands of economic development and the values of transparency and nondiscrimination. Maintaining fair market competition still heavily depends on striking this balance.
Major Stakeholders  
World Trade Organization (WTO)
The World Trade Organization is the primary international body responsible for regulating global trade. Its responsibilities include monitoring trade policies, settling disputes, and creating guidelines for trade amongst member states. The WTO aims to prevent unfair trade practices, encourage openness, and make sure member states follow established guidelines when it comes to protectionism. Additionally, the group helps to modernize trade laws and resolve issues such as tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and subsidies.
United States of America (USA)
Being one of the biggest trading nations in the world, the USA has regularly imposed trade defense policies and tariffs to safeguard its own industries. Its actions set precedents for other nations and have an impact on international trade flows. The USA frequently participates in trade disputes at the WTO, especially those involving subsidies, dumping, and state-owned businesses in other nations, despite advocating for free-market principles and open markets.
People’s Republic of China (China)
China has rapidly become a global economic power and is a major exporter of goods worldwide. While benefiting from open trade, it has also faced accusations of protectionist practices, such as providing subsidies to state-owned enterprises and limiting foreign access to certain markets. China actively participates in WTO negotiations and reforms and seeks to balance domestic industrial growth with international trade commitments.
European Union (EU)
The European Union, representing multiple member states, is a major global trading bloc. The EU implements trade policies to protect strategic industries while promoting multilateral trade rules. It emphasizes regulatory standards, anti-dumping measures, and compliance with WTO obligations. The EU also advocates for trade reforms that strengthen transparency, level the playing field, and reduce protectionist barriers.


India
India is a developing economy that often emphasizes the need for policy space to protect domestic industries. While seeking greater market access internationally, India supports Special and Differential Treatment (SDT) provisions under WTO rules, which allow developing countries flexibility in applying trade obligations. India has occasionally implemented tariffs and export restrictions to support key sectors such as agriculture and manufacturing.
Brazil
Brazil is a significant emerging market and a powerful WTO member. It emphasizes, like India, how crucial it is to strike a balance between trade liberalization and homegrown industrial growth. In the past, Brazil has engaged in international discussions to change trade regulations and lower unjust barriers while utilizing tariffs and subsidies to safeguard domestic industries and agriculture.

[bookmark: _Hlk169694737]Timeline
	Date
	Description of Event

	1947
	Adoption of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)

	1995
	Establishment of the World Trade Organization

	2008
	Global financial crisis leads to increased trade restrictions

	2020
	COVID-19 pandemic results in widespread trade and export controls






Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue  
Uruguay Round & Creation of the WTO (1986–1995)
The Uruguay Round was a series of multilateral trade negotiations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) involving over 100 countries. Its main goal was to reduce tariffs, limit protectionist measures, and establish rules for fair market competition. A major outcome was the Marrakesh Agreement, which created the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995, providing a permanent framework for regulating trade, monitoring member policies, and resolving disputes. This effort successfully introduced binding dispute mechanisms, encouraged multilateral cooperation, and increased transparency. However, it had limitations, as some developing countries felt the rules favored developed nations and did not fully address non-tariff barriers, subsidies, and informal protectionist measures.
Bali Package (2013)
The Bali Package was agreed upon at the 9th WTO Ministerial Conference in 2013 to reduce trade costs and improve market access. Its main feature was the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), which streamlined customs procedures, reduced delays, and increased transparency. The package also included measures to limit certain export subsidies and support least-developed countries. The Bali Package was successful as the first multilateral agreement concluded by all WTO members, improving trade efficiency and strengthening access for developing nations. However, it did not address all protectionist measures, particularly tariffs in key sectors, and its implementation depended on national capacities, leaving some countries struggling to fully apply the agreement.







Possible Solutions  
Reforming multilateral trade frameworks
Delegates may consider strengthening international cooperation by reforming multilateral trade frameworks, particularly under the World Trade Organization (WTO). Updating existing rules on tariffs, subsidies, and non-tariff barriers could improve transparency and fairness in global trade. For example, members could explore clarifying subsidy reporting requirements or revising provisions related to state-owned enterprises to ensure a more level playing field. Such reforms may help reduce excessive protectionist measures while still allowing countries to safeguard essential domestic industries in a balanced and rules-based manner.
Enhancing transparency and dialogue among Member States
Increasing transparency and communication between trading nations can help address unfair trade practices before they escalate into disputes. This could involve strengthening trade policy review mechanisms, improving notification systems for new tariffs or subsidies, or establishing structured consultation platforms before implementing major trade measures. Greater transparency may help build trust, discourage unilateral protectionist actions, and promote fair market competition while preserving national sovereignty.

Appendix
World Trade Organization – Trade Policy Reviews https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/tpr_e.htm 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development – Trade and Development Report
https://unctad.org.
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